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Remarks Following Discussions With
President Jacques Chirac of France
at Sea Island

June 10, 2004

President Bush. 1t's good to have yet an-
other discussion with Jacques Chirac. We
had a wonderful visit in Paris. And again, I
want to thank you for your hospitality. The
food was superb, the hospitality warm

President Chirac. Here, also.

President Bush. and our discussions
were meaningful.

We continued our discussions about world
poverty and world peace. Of course, we
talked about Iraq. We had our differences
in the past. But we're friends, and friends
are able to discuss the future. And our hope
is for peace and freedom around the world.

We consulted on some NATO—we're
partners in NATO. We talked about a lot of
issues, and one of the issues that we talked
about was NATO and whether or not there
is a continued role in Iraq for NATO. I as-
sured the President we will continue to con-
sult closely. The point is, is that we under-
stand that the Iraqgi people need help to de-
fend themselves, to rebuild their country,
and most importantly, to hold elections.

And I appreciate the chance to visit with
Jacques.

President Chirac. Can 1 first of all say,
as I said yesterday, tell President Bush our
gratitude and our feelings of gratitude and
our feelings of gratitude of the French peo-
ple as a whole, in the context of the D-day
celebrations. D-day was something that was
terribly important for all the French people,
and once again I'd like to thank the President
for having made the trip and having heard,
himself, the French people speak their words
of thanks and gratitude and friendship. It was
very moving for us.

And I also wanted to come and congratu-
late him for the way in which the G-8 was
organized and conducted. It is a success.

We had an opportunity during the summit
to discuss a number of issues. We've just re-
viewed some with our colleagues from the
Middle East yesterday; we'll be doing so with
our colleagues from Africa today. And this
gave us an opportunity of reviewing the
major areas of concerns for today’s world, to
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better understand each other and also to
prove our efforts for peace, development,
and human rights.

And as I said, I'd like to thank once again
the President for the hospitality here. The
President was kind enough to mention
French cuisine, but I can tell you that over
the last few days, this cuisine here in America
was certainly on a par with French cuisine,
and I ask the President to convey my thanks
to the chef.

President Bush. He particularly liked the
cheeseburger he had yesterday. [Laughter]

President Chirac. It was excellent.
[Laughter]

President Bush. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. at Dun-
bar House. President Chirac spoke in French, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

G-8 Statement on Sudan
June 10, 2004

We, the Leaders of the G-8, warmly wel-
come the May 26 signing by the Government
of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement (SPLM) of protocols on Power
Sharing, Abyei, and on the Two Areas (of
Southern Blue Nile and Nuba Mountains).
We urge the parties to reach a final and com-
prehensive agreement which includes a time-
table and security arrangements as quickly
as possible. We hope that this agreement and
its faithful implementation will end one of
the world’s most painful conflicts and begin
a new era of Sudanese peace and prosperity.

We also wish to express our grave concern
over the humanitarian, human rights, and po-
litical crisis in Darfur. We welcome the
N’djamena ceasefire agreement of April §,
and the announcement on May 20 by the
Government of Sudan that restrictions on
humanitarian access will be eased. However,
there are continuing reports of gross viola-
tions of human rights, many with an ethnic
dimension. We call on all parties to the con-
flict to immediately and fully respect the
ceasefire, allow unimpeded humanitarian ac-
cess to all those in need, and create the con-
ditions for the displaced to return safely to
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their homes. We call especially on the Suda-
nese government to disarm immediately the
“Janjaweed” and other armed groups which
are responsible for massive human rights vio-
lations in Darfur. We call on the conflict par-
ties to address the roots of the Darfur conflict
and to seek a political solution.

We support the African Union as it as-
sumes the leading role in the monitoring mis-
sion which is now being sent to the Darfur
region to supervise the cease-fire agreement.

We pledge our countries’ assistance in
ending the conflicts in Sudan and in pro-
viding humanitarian aid to those in need. We
call on all parties to the conflicts in Sudan
to commit themselves to respecting the right
of all Sudanese to live in peace and dignity.

We look to the United Nations to lead the
international effort to avert a major disaster
and will work together to achieve this end.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

G-8 Statement: Gaza Withdrawal

and the Road Ahead to Middle East
Peace

June 10, 2004

The G-8 welcomes the prospect of Israeli
withdrawal from all Gaza settlements and
from parts of the West Bank, following the
Israeli Cabinet decision to endorse Prime
Minister Sharon’s initiative. The G-8 looks
forward to the implementation of this deci-
sion in 2005, recalling the Quartet statement
of 4 May that it “welcomes and encourages
such a step, which should provide a rare mo-
ment of opportunity in the search for peace
in the Middle East.” The G-8 hopes that this
disengagement initiative will  stimulate
progress towards peace in the region, the re-
alization of Palestinian national aspirations
and the achievement of our common objec-
tive of two states, Israel and a viable, demo-
cratic, sovereign and contiguous Palestine,
living side by side in peace and security.

The G-8 views the Quartet Roadmap as
the way forward towards a comprehensive
settlement and calls on all parties to abide
by their obligations under the Roadmap. The
G-8 countries will join with others in the
international community, led by the Quartet,
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to restore momentum on the Roadmap, to
enhance humanitarian and economic condi-
tions among the Palestinian people and to
build democratic, transparent and account-
able Palestinian institutions. We will also
work to help ensure security and stability in
Gaza and the areas of the West Bank from
which Israel withdraws. We call on both sides
to end all acts of violence.

In furtherance of these goals, the G-8 calls
upon the Quartet to meet in the region be-
fore the end of this month, engage with
Israeli and Palestinian representatives and
set out its plans for taking forward in practical
terms its declaration of May 4.

We support and commend all efforts, in-
cluding those by Egypt, to resolve critical se-
curity issues relating to Gaza, and urge that
this important work continue. We urge and
support the rebuilding and refocusing of Pal-
estinian security services in accordance with
the Roadmap, so that they enforce the rule
of law, mount effective operations against all
forms of terrorism, and report to an empow-
ered Interior Minister and Prime Minister.

We believe the important work of the
Local Aid Coordinating Committee to allevi-
ate the humanitarian situation in Gaza and
the West Bank must continue. We suggest
that preparations should begin now for a
meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee
with the aim of revitalizing the Palestinian
economy. We welcome and encourage inter-
national support for the World Bank-estab-
lished Trust Fund as an accountable and
transparent mechanism for receipt of inter-
national assistance. We also welcome plans
of the Palestinian Authority to hold munic-
ipal elections beginning at the end of the
summer, and believe that the Task Force on
Palestinian Reform should meet soon to as-
sist in preparations to assure that these and
subsequent elections will be fair and trans-
parent, and serve as the building block of
democratic reform.

The G-8 welcomes the international con-
ference on UNRWA in Geneva and supports
close coordination between all groups in-
volved in international assistance.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.



